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Urban deterioration refers to the inefficiency and reduced functionality of an
urban texture compared to other areas of the city. This deterioration results from
aging or the lack of a structured development plan and technical oversight
during the formation of the texture. The consequences include the diminished
perception of the area among citizens, along with declining livability, safety,
and widespread physical, social, economic, and infrastructural disarray.
Currently, inefficient urban textures are considered vulnerable parts of the city,
particularly in the face of natural hazards, and require coordinated planning and
intervention for revitalization. This study aims to examine the factors
influencing the regeneration of the worn-out texture in Kut Abdullah. The
research is applied in purpose and descriptive-analytical in methodology. The
results indicate that SO strategies, with a final weight of 0.459, rank highest
among the strategies, highlighting the strong potential to leverage internal
strengths in utilizing environmental opportunities. Strengthening grassroots
organizations, promoting social participation, and valuing local culture were
identified as the most influential factors in formulating strategies. WO
strategies, emphasizing governmental roles and environmental quality
enhancement, and ST strategies, focusing on policy coherence, followed in
priority. Overall, the findings underscore the crucial role of internal and social
capital in achieving sustainable urban development.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
The last three decades of the twentieth century witnessed a significant trend in URBAN RESTORATION
AND CONSERVATION, which can primarily be referred to as the URBAN REGENERATION
MOVEMENT. This “urban regeneration” is rooted not merely in a new slogan adopted by a younger
generation of urban planners, but more fundamentally in the generational transformation of citizens
themselves, by extension, the planners who serve them.
In general, urban regeneration seeks to revitalize spaces that have gradually deteriorated and lost their
functional effectiveness by examining their spatial conditions, as well as environmental, social-cultural,
and economic contexts. This process aims to simultaneously restore both the physical structure and
functional roles of such areas, ultimately enhancing environmental quality.
Research and practical experiences in the field of urban renewal and improvement demonstrate the
evolution of conventional “urban renewal” approaches, shifting toward the revitalization of worn-out
neighborhoods at the local scale, with an emphasis on public participation. Many of the urban regeneration
plans targeting dilapidated urban areas that were developed over the past few decades have proven
ineffective for various reasons, as they either failed to be implemented or were executed only in limited
parts. Even where implemented, they often lacked significant socio-cultural impacts and, in some cases,
resulted in negative consequences.
Meanwhile, despite the considerable time and opportunity costs involved, urban management has failed to
outline a clear and coherent direction for this crucial task. Furthermore, relevant organizations and
institutions have not adequately fulfilled their assigned duties and responsibilities. Given this context,
studying the challenges and problems facing urban historical and worn-out areas is of critical importance,
as these long-term issues can impose significant costs on urban management and create more complex
problems in the future, eventually leading to spaces that lack sufficient safety and become insecure
environments.
Based on the above discussion, two key questions arise:

1. Why do urban worn-out textures require profound and fundamental transformations across physical,

social, economic, cultural, and other dimensions?
2. What are the appropriate strategies for overcoming the current conditions and revitalizing the old
neighborhoods of Kut-e Abdollah?

2. Materials and Methods

The present study is applied in terms of objective. Also, it is classified as descriptive-analytical research in
terms of nature and methodology. It seeks to describe and explain the causes and rationale behind the
current status of the issue. The research also incorporates a review of library and documentary sources.
Furthermore, the SWOT model has been employed to analyze the data and propose strategies and solutions
aimed at addressing the identified problem.

3. Results and discussion

In this study, environmental analysis was conducted using the SWOT approach to identify the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats influencing the urban planning process and related interventions. To
prioritize and select appropriate strategies, the Fuzzy Analytic Hierarchy Process (FAHP) method was
employed. The results indicated that SO strategies held the highest priority among the alternatives, with a
final weight of 0.459. This highlights the strong potential for leveraging internal strengths to capitalize on
external opportunities. According to the analysis results presented in Table 4, the components related to
strengths, with a final weight of 0.458, ranked highest among the evaluation criteria. This underscores the
significance of social capital, public participation, and attention to local indicators in improving
environmental conditions.

Strengthening community-based institutions, encouraging civic participation, and incorporating cultural
and local criteria were among the key elements that played a pivotal role in formulating the SO strategies.
Conversely, weaknesses accounted for a considerable share, with a weight of 0.361, pointing to structural
challenges such as weak oversight, cultural deterioration, and neglect of grassroots groups. Threats and
opportunities ranked lower, with weights of 0.066 and 0.118, respectively, which reflects the relatively
limited impact of external factors compared to internal capacities.

The SO strategies were developed to utilize internal strengths to take advantage of available opportunities.
The component “Strengthening community-based organizations and public participation,” with a final
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weight of 0.214, holds the highest priority. This component is recognized as one of the fundamental pillars
of sustainable urban development, as organized resident participation in planning, decision-making, and
implementation processes significantly enhances the success rate of programs. Other key components, such
as “Public participation through the formation of the private sector” (weight: 0.176), “Civic engagement”
(weight: 0.19), and “Consideration of cultural diversity” (weight: 0.16), further emphasize that effective
policymaking must emerge from the cultural, social, and economic capacities of the local community.
Regarding the ST strategies, which focus on utilizing strengths to confront threats, Table 8 reveals that the
most critical component is the “Lack of implementation of a comprehensive and specific plan,” with a
weight of 0.207. This serves as a serious warning about the lack of coherence in policymaking and project
execution. The second most significant strategy, “Weak implementation continuity in worn-out urban
texture,” with a weight of 0.19, points to fragmented actions and underscores the necessity of integrated
and coordinated interventions. In this context, reliance on civic engagement and community institutions is
deemed essential to bridge the gap between macro-level planning and local-level execution.

The WO strategies, designed to leverage opportunities to compensate for weaknesses, as detailed in Table
9, indicate that the component “Government participation,” with a final weight of 0.256, plays a vital role
in supporting local processes. The second most significant strategy, titled “Enhancing environmental
quality,” with a weight of 0.235, emphasizes improving living conditions and reducing environmental risks.
Furthermore, “Creating conditions for private sector participation” occupies a prominent place within this
strategic axis, reflecting a tripartite linkage between the government, the private sector, and the local
community.

Finally, the WT strategies, which aim to address weaknesses and threats simultaneously, received the
lowest overall priority with a final weight of 0.08. Nevertheless, the results in Table 10 demonstrate that
the component “Sociocultural pathology of residents’ customs,” with a weight of 0.305, is the most critical
factor within this strategic group. It suggests that certain traditional customs may act as obstacles to
modernization and sustainable development. Other components, such as “Low oversight of construction
quality” (weight: 0.232) and “Weakness in waste collection systems” (weight: 0.216), also represent
significant challenges that should be addressed in future policymaking efforts.

4. Conclusions

Based on Amiri's models and the results derived from fuzzy analysis, five key strategies have been proposed
for effective intervention in local development. First, the empowerment of grassroots institutions and the
enhancement of public participation are identified as the top priority for building internal capacity toward
sustainable development. Second, governmental involvement is highlighted as a supportive and facilitating
actor in the implementation of local-level programs. Third, improving environmental quality plays a direct
role in promoting public health, overall satisfaction, and social cohesion. Fourth, critically examining local
customs and traditions is essential for addressing cultural and behavioral barriers. Lastly, creating avenues
for private sector participation is necessary to boost investment and improve the efficiency of urban
services.

The final analysis of the findings indicates that internal capacities, namely, local strengths, play a significant
role in the success of development strategies. Although various external challenges and threats are present,
focusing on enhancing social participation, building local institutions, and fostering

interaction between the government and the private sector can provide a robust foundation for sustainable
and resilient development. Furthermore, program implementation should be grounded in integrated
approaches that are evidence-based and culturally sensitive to ensure their effectiveness and efficiency.
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